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The year 1999 was another successful year for The Journal of
Investigative Dermatology. The Journal's impact factor (1998) rose to
4.822 and the Institute for Scienti®c Information (ISI) con®rmed that
The Journal of Investigative Dermatology Symposium Proceedings would
also be covered by citation indices. Financially, the Journal attained the
highest sales ®gures since being published by Blackwell Science.
Publication statistics for 1999 The Journal published 244 original
manuscripts in 1999, representing an 8% decrease over 1998 ®gures
(Table I). Aside from original articles, which include regular articles,
communications, and mutation reports, the Journal published
reviews, book reviews, meeting reports, abstracts, and letters. The
Journal of Investigative Dermatology Symposium Proceedings published
three issues. The ®rst was entitled The Molecular Mechanisms of Light-
Induced Damage and the Effects of Light on Human Skin Diseases, the
second Biologic Properties of Epidermal Cells and their Interactions in
Epidermis and Dermis, and the third International Research Workshop on
Alopecia Areata and Second International Meeting of Hair Research Societies.
Manuscripts received in 1999 The Journal of®ce received 729
manuscripts in 1999, 664 for The Journal of Investigative Dermatology
and 65 for The Journal of Investigative Dermatology Symposium
Proceedings. This corresponds to a 9% decrease over submissions in
1998. About 82% or 597 submissions were manuscripts with original
data. The remaining were reviews, letters, meeting reports, book
reviews, or other features. Of the 597 original manuscripts, 258 (43%)
were rejected and the remainder were returned to the authors for
revision or resubmission with additional data before being accepted
for publication. (Table II).
The review process Manuscripts received in 1999 were reviewed
according to the process as outlined in the June 1997 editorial
(Hauser, 1997). Sixty-two per cent of manuscripts were sent to
section or associate editors who assigned reviewers, and the remaining
38% were sent directly from the editor to reviewers. The section and
associate editorswere responsible for receiving andevaluating reviews
before providing a decision (section editors) or a recommended
decision (associate editors) to the editor, who in turn noti®ed the
authors.
About 90% of the manuscripts received during the year were
reviewed via the JID Manuscript Review Website. Access to each
manuscript on the website is restricted to only the editors and
reviewers designated for that manuscript.
The average time in review increased in 1999 (60 days) (Table III).
About 5% of manuscripts were returned after brief editorial review
(1 week). The review of manuscripts designated as High Impact or
Communication was not considerably faster than that of regular
manuscripts, but once accepted, these papers received expedited
publication (within 3 months).
Geographic origin of manuscripts (Table IV) Manuscripts
were received from 31 countries; 26% were from the U.S.A., 16%
from Germany, 13% from Japan, 9% from the U.K., and the
remaining 36% from other countries.
Developments in 1999 JID was made available online through
Blackwell's electronic journal platform called Synergy in Summer
1999 (HTTP://www.blackwell-synergy.com). This electronic
version of JID is free of charge until the end of 2001 for all
members of the SIDandESDR.TheSIDdecided in1999 to make the
Journal also available through HighWire Press (HTTP://
www.jidonline.org), the most successful publisher of online
journals in science and medicine. The JID site on HighWire went
live in March 2000 and will be freely accessible until end of October
2000. In 1999, the abstracts of the SID and the ESDR meetings were
again available on the Internet in a searchable form, this year for the
®rst time on Synergy. The SID, after careful analysis of proposals from
three publishers, negotiated a renewed 5-year contract with
Blackwell. The 1999 impact factor rose to 4.903.
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Table I. JID and JIDSP publication statistics, 1990±1999
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Original reports published 236 323 250 244 268 281 337 224 286 244
JIDSP articles 84 34 54 83 44 59 37 18 32 65
Editorial pages 1455 1995 1705 1499 1652 1677 2022 1623 2106 1879
JIDSP pages 412 100 224 514 216 171 210 106 184 343
Abstract pages 157 187 194 308 259 280 296 326 262 305
Total pages 2024 2282 2123 2321 2127 2128 2528 2055 2608 2527
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Table II. Fate of original manuscripts submitted, 1990±1999
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Submitted 524 514 561 576 633 618 623 619 658 597
Accept, Revise, Resubmit 305 292 285 308 313 313 271 295 333 339
58% 57% 51% 54% 49% 51% 44% 48% 52% 57%
Reject 219 222 276 268 320 305 367 324 325 258
42% 43% 49% 46% 51% 49% 56% 52% 48% 43%
Table III. Average days in review, 1990±1999
Year Standard High impact Communication
1990 64 28 44
1991 66 31 41
1992 63 44 53
1993 57 39 41
1994 55 41 40
1995 52 41 40
1996 45 40 40
1997 56 52 56
1998 52 47 52
1999 60 47 60
Table IV. Geographic origin of submitted manuscripts, 1990±1999
Country 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Argentina 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 1
Australia 12 9 10 10 9 10 14 19 19 18
Austria 12 15 10 8 12 16 17 9 21 19
Bahrain 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Belgium 5 2 5 6 2 3 6 4 10 5
Brazil 0 0 0 1 0 3 2 3 1 2
Bulgaria 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Canada 9 7 8 19 15 13 17 14 10 8
Chile 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Colombia 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 1 0
Croatia 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Cuba 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Czech Republic 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
Denmark 11 8 9 10 10 12 14 5 8 12
Egypt 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Finland 8 5 12 7 5 12 15 7 11 11
France 37 28 41 24 31 23 39 36 44 30
Germany 63 34 65 54 76 82 68 100 105 120
Greece 1 2 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 2
Hungary 0 1 1 1 0 2 2 1 5 3
India 3 3 2 3 0 2 3 1 3 0
Iran 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Ireland 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0
Israel 2 2 5 3 7 8 6 2 5 6
Italy 18 8 15 8 19 23 28 18 28 35
Japan 64 70 71 73 83 78 82 98 113 99
Korea 0 0 0 0 2 3 5 5 12 10
Kuwait 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Mexico 0 0 3 1 1 0 2 2 0 2
New Zealand 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 2
Norway 1 1 3 4 1 2 4 0 2 1
Pakistan 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Peoples Republic of China 3 4 3 1 0 1 4 1 0 2
Poland 0 0 0 1 1 3 3 3 1 1
Portugal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Russia 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
Singapore 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Slovenia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
South Africa 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0
Spain 5 2 6 3 7 10 7 11 8 9
Sweden 10 4 17 7 12 13 11 15 14 15
Switzerland 10 6 6 14 11 17 3 17 18 21
Taiwan 0 0 0 0 1 3 6 2 7 1
The Netherlands 16 17 30 23 28 18 30 26 27 19
Tunisia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Turkey 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
U.K. 41 37 43 42 42 57 56 48 51 67
U.S.A. 184 238 261 296 317 312 238 237 235 193
Yugoslavia 2 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
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